KAYANA

for him to reach Kasi. At Kasi, with a single glass of milk at
night to sustain him, he started meditating in the temple of
Dundhi Ganapati. Seven days passed, and on the afternoon
of the eighth day (17-11-1878), while he was still in deep
meditation, he saw a child emerge from the idol of Ganapati,
crawl slowly towards him, and leap into his lap. This
experience gave him, immense joy but when he opened his
eyes, no child was found there. It was not a dream because
he was not asleep. He could only interpret this incident as
the birth of a child to his wife. He immediately prostrated to
Dunhdhi Ganapati and started for his village. After about a
month and a half he reached the village of his father-in-law
and was told that his wife had given birth to a child on the
very day that he had seen the child emerge from Dundhi
^Ganapati in Kasi. Narasamamba had another unusual
experience. On the day of the delivery, she perceived a halo
around the child for a time. The boy was named after the
personal Gods of both the wife and the husband as Surya
Ganapati.

In later years Surya Ganapati decided to drop ^urya*
from his name. As the Gothra Rishis (founder seers) of
Ayyalasomayajula family are Kaundinya, Maitravaruna and
Vasishta, Ganapati Sastri renamed himself as Vasishta
Ganapati Sastri. Later on those who knew about his tapas
called him Vasishta Ganapati Muni. His spiritual preceptor
Bhagwan Sri Ramana Maharshi called him 'Nayana1 (which
means father in Telugu) and his disciples used to call him
so. That name became poppular among the disciples. So he
was known as Vasishta Ganapati Muni or Sri Nayana.